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WG3 Workshop “Citizen Science and Environmental Monitoring:
Benefits and Challenges”

Date:
Start: 21 November 2018, 12:00 — 17:00
Finish: 22 November 2018, 09:00 — 17:45

Location:
Joint Research Centre, Ispra, Italy

Participants (signed via e-COST 11):
Dr Steffen Fritz AT, Dr Quentin Groom BE, Dr Juhani Kettunen Fl, Ms Maryam Lotfian CH, Dr Esra
Per TR, Mr Dirk Schmeller DE, Ms Kalterina Shulla AL, Dr Monika SuSkevics EE, Mr Hamdi Tekin
TR, Mr Petr VORISEK CZ, Dr Katrin Vohland DE,

Organization Commitee:
Marina Manzoni (European Commission - DG Joint Research Centre - JRC),
Sven Schade European Commission - DG Joint Research Centre - JRC),
Katrin Vohland (Chair of Citizen Science Cost Action, Museum fiir Naturkunde Berlin)

Why this workshop?

We see a twofold positive development in Citizen Science. On the one hand, the many and impressively
evolving communities get better and better organized, and thereby also develop stronger interest to be
involved in environmental policy. On the other hand, policy officers increasingly use or at least recognize
the potential of citizen science for environment-related policies. Much notably, the European Commission’s
Actions to Streamline Environmental Reporting (COM(2018)10) promote the wider use of citizen science
to complement environmental reporting (Action 8) and provide an opportunity to contribute to the drafting
of guidelines on how Citizen Science and environmental reporting can be interconnected.

Yet — at least at the European level - the two groups only occasionally debate and collaborate with each
other, or perhaps even mistrust each other. Whereas in several countries we witness success stories at
national, regional and local levels, functioning collaborations between Citizen Scientists and governmental
bodies are rare in other countries. We still do not know why some solutions only work in specific contexts
and how Citizen Science could be better promoted to complement environmental reporting across EU
countries. This workshop will elaborate on the opportunities and challenges, and recommend a way forward
in order to improve the current situation.

Expected outcomes: Feedback on the proposed roadmap to develop guidelines about the relationship
between Citizen Science and environmental reporting; Clarity about the degree of engagement that we
would want to see; Best practices and ideas on what we can do in order to offer this desired degree of
engagement equally across the EU; ...
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Programme:

21 November 2018 (Wednesday)

1%88 ~ | Conclusions from the Invasive Alien Species workshop and introduction to the field activities
13:00 — Welcome lunch (with meeting “Strengthening the link between Invasive Alien spices (IAS)
: apps data and policy: Development of an appropriate governance framework”, organized by
14:00 .
JRC Unit D.2)
14:00 — | Joint exhibition and field work with meeting “Strengthening the link between IAS apps data
17:00 and policy: Development of an appropriate governance framework”

22 November 2018 (Thursday)

Session 1: Introduction
o Tour de table, participants expressing their experiences and expectations
e Impressions from the previous day
09:00 - e Set-up for today
10:45 e Scene setter on the EC actions to streamline environmental reporting, roadmap to
develop guidance on the relationship to citizen science
e Highlights from relevant EC activities, including recent study on an Inventory of citizen
science activities for environment policies
1?38 B Coffee break
Session 2: Do’s and Dont’s
11:00 — e Examples from Member State authorities, NGOs, etc.
12j30 e Group work on best practices and challenges
' e Reporting back from the groups
e Joined discussion
1%28 - Lunch break
Session 3: Organizational settings
13:30 — e Overview of stakeholders involved at different geographic scales
15j30 e  Group work to recommend scenarios and frameworks
' e Reporting back from the groups
e Joined discussion
12% B Coffee break
Session 4
1545 — e  Wrap-up of the workshop
17'_45 e Discussion of next steps
e AOB
e Closure of meeting

” ) E D 5 t - Funded by the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme
v of the European Union

EU ION

IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY




COST Action CA15212 : .

Citizen Science to promote creativity, .CITIsIcEli:NcE
scientific literacy, and innovation throughout Europe .
COST ACTION

Workshop Report

Goals:

The ultimate goal of the workshop was to identify benefits, challenges and recommendations from a large
number of different stakeholders (from the scientific, policy and citizens perspectives) - with a view to
improve developments, promoting and accelerating the use of Citizens Science for (environment-related)
policy making throughout Europe.

Achievements:

The outputs from these two days joint effort and collaborative work include (i) a collection of presentations
about activities and best practices in the environmental domain; and (ii) precious expert feedback and
recommendations on a number of priority issues - both, in terms potentialities and challenges
encountered by CS approaches applied to policy making at EU and at Member State level. Furthermore,
the event offered valuable feedback on the very first draft guidelines on CS for environmental monitoring,
and the related draft roadmap.

Next steps:

The results and conclusion stemming from this workshop will feed into an EC Staff Working Document
(SWD) on how CS can complement monitoring and reporting in the environmental domain.

The workshop highlighted a number of essential findings, cross-cutting and interrelated needs,
fundamental elements and influencing factors, potentialities and challenges that will need to be subject of
further research.

The results from the Workshop will be summarised in a technical report, including relevant
recommendations extrapolated in support the development of CS in the environmental domain. The
report will be made publicly available and also inform broader stakeholders communities. We hope that it
will also stimulate the deployment and uptake of CS approaches in other policy domains.

” ) E D S t - Funded by the Horizon 2020 Framework Programme
v of the European Union

EUROPEAN COOPERATION
IN SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY



